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A religious magazine, devoted to tne cause 
t and published for the dissemina- 


tion of Bible truth alone, THe MEGIDDO 


@® Strengthen your faith in the Bible 

@ Answer perplexing religious questions 

@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 

@ Help you live above the world’s mora! 
corruption 

@ Revea! to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 

@® Bring peace and stability to your life 


PUBLISHED every two weeks by the Megiddo 
Mission Church, 481 Thurston Road, 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 

@ SUBSCRIPTION RATES: One year, $1.00; 
six months, 50 cents. Make checks or Money 
Orders for all literature payable to the 
Meyiddo Mission Church. Please notify 
promptly of any change of address. 


Entered as second-class matter, October 15, 
1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., 
under Act of March 3, 1879. 


“Happy is the man that findeth wis- 
dom, and the man that getteth under- 
standing: for the merchandise of it is 
better than the merchandise of silver, 
and the gain thereof than fine gold... . 
Take fast hold of instruction; let her not 
go: keep her; for she is thy life.” 

—Proverbs 3: 13, 14; 4: 13. 


Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ann ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 


TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies .20 
History 40 


2 


A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Lla--an » ri hana! ehatae wita! 
riave you reac tne DdoOKiet OM this Vita. 


ect? 


suoje 
It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
second coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 


It shows conclusively that Elijah th 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts hia mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 

This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 

Send for your copy today. 

64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 
This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 


to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies $1.00 
Single copies 10 





MEGIDDO BIBLE LESSONS 


As a further study of the Scrip- 
tures and a guide to daily living, 
we recommend this eight-page pub- 
lication. It is published once every 
two weeks for the purpose of helping 
and instructing our distant friends to 
better and holier living. 


It contains items and discussions 
from the Adult Megiddo Bible Class, 
held each Sunday at the Megiddo Mis- 
sion Church. 


If you are not acquainted with this 
publication send for a free sample 
copy. 

Subscription rates: One year 50 cents 











HISTORY 
of the 
MEGIDDO MISSION 
13th edition 
The pages of this book unfold the purpose 
of our organization and the scope of our 
work, both past and present, for the dis- 
semination of Truth. This edition is re- 
vised to include more facts relating to 
present-day home and missionary activities. 
Old subscribers who have long cherished 
an unfulfilled desire to visit the Mission can 
now “get acquainted” through the medium 
of the printed page. A comprehensive syn- 
opsis of our beliefs is contained in the 
Appendix. 
Price 40 cents postpaid. 











“4A Masterpiece” 
Dear Friends: 

I have received the MessAGE dated June 
30. It is a masterpiece of wisdom and knowl- 
edge of the Truth from cover to cover. 


Peterborough, Ont. A. &.. 0. 


Scriptural Mottoes Tributed 
Dear Friends: 

I am very grateful for the Scriptural 
mottoes which I received. They are: “All 
things work together for good to them that 
love God”; “Christ is the head of this 
house, the unseen guest at every meal, the 
silent listener to every conversation”; and 
“Work, Watch, Pray.” I have all of them 
framed. They are beautifully and artistic- 
ally decorated. Please give my greeting to 
the Mission member who has done such 
fine art. 

I wish also to inform you that I enjoy 
my Meciippo MEssaGg, which makes my be- 
lief in the Bible doubly sure. 


Lagos, Nigeria, Africa A.U.A. 


The Bible Explained 
Dear Editor: 

I enjoy the reading of THE MEGIDDO MEs- 
SAGE. It explains the Bible more than any 
other magazine. 

Tunbridge, England H. &. W. 
Sincerity 
Dear Friends: 

Many sincere thanks for The Known 
Bible which I appreciate more than I can 
express. It is so instructive, full of truth, 
and clear. 

It was so nice of you to visit me. In this 
day and age it is refreshing and a faith 
lift to meet folks who are sincere. I hope 
that some of these days I may visit the Mis- 
sion, and the fine people who comprise it. 

May God bless you and your efforts to 
bring light to a dark world. 

Kennebunk, Me. C. J. McC. 
“A Wonderful Help” 

Dear Christian Friend: 

I would like you to know how much I love 
THE MEctippo MeEssace. It has been a won- 
derful help in explaining the Holy Word. 
After I finish with them, I pass them on to 
friends whom I know will read them. 

Llanelly, Wales N. H. 


Light-Bearers’ Obligations 
Dear Brother: 

How wonderful to know that we are not 
responsible for what others may say to us 
during our daily lot, but we are respon- 
sible for what we think and say. Others are 
watching everything we say and do, and 
from this they draw their opinion of us. 
We must remember what Jesus said, “Ye 
are the light of the world. A city that is 
set on a hill cannot be hid.” 

Newdale, Manitoba E. H. 
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SERIES: 
Types and Shadows in the Mosaic Law 


Part Five 


SACRIFICES 


laws of the universe. It underlies the grand plan 

of salvation. One cannot have everything; one can 
only have a choice of things. And God has created men 
and women free moral agents to make their own choice. 
In making the choices of life, sacrifice is inescapable. 
There must be a sacrificing of the good to obtain the evil, 
or a sacrificing of evil that good may result. 

When angels first revealed the way of salvation to man- 
kind, this principle was clearly set forth. To conform to 
God’s high and holy demands, the major benefits of which 
are reserved for Eternity, calls for the supreme in sac- 
rifice. A lifetime of consecration to the highest good is 
the price of salvation. Not only must sinful passions be 
destroyed; but earthly possessions, time, talent, and 
energy must all be devoted to the service of Jehovah. 

God is exceedingly good to His children. His loving- 
kindness surpasses all human powers of conception. But 
in order to receive the best at the hand of Him who has 
given and will give us so much, we must devote our 
best to living in accordance with His law—that law which 
is the foundation of all that is good, worthwhile, and en- 
during. This is ideal sacrifice. 

In earliest times, before the days of the Prophets, be- 
fore ever the Scriptures came into being, some of the 
most far-reaching truths were instilled into the minds 
of God’s people by means of symbolism. What they could 
see and experience and feel, they could understand. It 
was so in the matter of sacrifices. The altar and the burnt 
offering were early introduced to man as a type, an illus- 
tration, a teacher of the great principle of sacrifice. We 
are told that Abel, who “was a keeper of sheep, .. . 
brought the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. 
And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering” 
(Gen. 4:2—4). Noah, Abraham, and Jacob, likewise 
learned the fundamentals of true sacrifice through this 
symbolic medium of instruction. 


Tie principle of sacrifice is one of the fundamental 


When the Mosaic Law was instituted, it provided for 
a thorough-going system of sacrifices—not to be a bur- 
den upon the people, but as a method of instruction fitted 
to that period. The animal that was sacrificed, the in- 
cense that was burned, the meal and the oil, were nothing 
to the Almighty. Never, in any age, could the sacrifice of 
a material object or earthly possession substitute for the 
one supreme sacrifice which God requires at the hands 
of man. 


“God’s sacrifice is a soul with its evil crushed” (Ps. 51: 17, 
Moffatt). 


The altar and the burnt offering, so familiar to Israel, 
were mere object lessons, visual aids, provided by the 
Almighty to define and illustrate the one supreme sac- 
rifice which alone is acceptable to Him. 

Morning and evening, day in and day out, year in and 
year out, the smoke of the sacrifices of the Children of 


Israel ascended heavenward. The idea of sacrifice was 
incorporated into every feature and every phase of their 
life. Before they could so much as taste of the firstfruits 
of their harvest or sit down to a thanksgiving feast, there 
had to be a sacrifice. The sacrificial ritual came first in 
their rejoicing, and concluded their repentance; it was 
the mark of consecration and of devotion, of turning 
from sin, of retribution for wrong, of cleansing from 
impurity. 


God’s Inflexible Standard of Quality Typified 
in the Sacrifice 


Always the first and the best belonged to God—be it 
the firstling of the flock, or the first sheaf of the harvest. 
It was an abomination under the Law to offer unto God 
that which had a blemish, which was blind, disabled, mu- 
tilated, or diseased. An offering had to be perfect to be 
accepted. The animal could have nothing superfluous and 
nothing lacking. 

Thus did God show how unacceptable, how offensive, 
how despicable is the practice of offering our own lives 
to Him in any similar state. 

“Walk before me, and be thou perfect,’’ was His com- 
mand to Abraham (Gen. 17:1). 

“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect,” said Jesus (Matt. 5: 48). 

Our sacrifice is not acceptable if we have one blemish 
of sin; or if the eyes of our understanding be darkened. 
God is not pleased to receive as a sacrifice at our hands a 
life that is crushed and broken beneath the heavy load 
of the cares and pleasures and riches of this world. Our | 
character can have no superfluous folly, nor can it be 
lacking in holiness. 


The PRICE of God’s Sacrifice Typified in the Law 


The price of God’s sacrifice is high, demanding, as it 
does, the best that man can give. In Israel, the altar 
fires consumed some of the choicest specimens from 
among their herds. But when man paid the price, and 
made the sacrifice, God, the loving, munificent Father, 
the Bestower of all blessings, generously defrayed the 
cost Himself. Thus the Wise Man urged, 


“Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with the first- 
fruits of all thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled with 
plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine” (Prov. 
329, 10). 


The loving command of the Lord comes through the 
Prophet Malachi, 


“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10). 


Here is an eternal principle at work: Though the cost 
seems high, if the sacrifice is made with a willing and 
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obedient heart, great will be the blessings that follow. 
Peter was contemplating cost when he said, 


“Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.” 


But Jesus directed his attention to the results of pay- 
ing the price: 

“Verily J say unto you, There is no man that hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, but he 
shall receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses, and 
brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, 
with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life” 
(Mark 10: 28—30). 

Give up all, and gain the hundredfold; sacrifice the 
present, and reap eternity; sell out all your former hopes, 
ambitions, and ideals, that you may secure the pearl of 
great price; lose your life in the service of the Lord that 
you may find it in the Kingdom of God—so taught the 
Master. And as we offer in living sacrifice ourselves at 
our best, as we sacrifice the sunny, favorable, working 
days of our life, the best of our talents, all our mind, 
might, and strength, we shall reap a hundredfold in 
present remuneration, and enlarge the capital for eternal 
dividends which they shall never know who spare to 
God only the weak, tired, little end of life, that which is 
left after they have served self. 


The PURPOSES of Sacrifice Typified in the Law 


Every phase of practical Christianity is illustrated by 
the various sacrifices specified under the Mosaic Law. 

THE WHOLE BURNT OFFERING was symbolic of 
complete consecration. 


“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all 
thy strength” (Mark 12: 30). 


THE PEACE OFFERING was a thanksgiving offer- 
ing required at the harvest festivals and upon every occa- 
sion of rejoicing. 


“By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his 
name” (Heb. 13:15). 


THE SIN OFFERING signified a death to sin. 


“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin” (Rom. 6:11). 


But theologians have attached a meaning of their own 
to the sin offering. 

To seek a means by which man may ease the strain 
from his shoulders, and place upon another the moral 
duties which are the individual obligation of every man, 
has ever been a natural human tendency. And in every 
age men who have perverted God’s Word to accomplish 
this desired end have rapidly gained a widespread follow- 
ing; humanity at large—even professed Christians— 
preferring the easier way, any easier way, just so long 
as it is easy. 

When certain theological teachers of the early Middle 
Ages proclaimed to the world that Christ’s death on the 
cross of Calvary served as a universal sin offering, re- 
lieving man from the burden of providing his own offer- 
ing, humanity took up the idea. And it has been handed 


down from generation to generation until today it is uni- 
versally and unquestioningly accepted. 

But the types and shadows under the Law, which in 
every case have been found to parallel perfectly with 
antitypical reality, will permit no such conclusion. In 
fact, the types and shadows point directly to a very op- 
posite conclusion, with which the whole Book is in accord. 

Aaron was the typical Christ, and therefore in all his 
service as high priest of the congregation of Israel could 
be clearly distinguished the place which Christ should 
later occupy as greater High Priest of the true Church. 
Aaron’s relationship to Israel clarifies Christ’s relation- 
ship to the Church. Christ fills the position of High 
Priest, not of sacrifice. Like Aaron, the only sacrifice 
which He supplied was His own. Christ did not compose 
the sacrifice for the congregation any more than did 
Aaron. 

Under the Law, every sin not punishable by death re- 
quired a sin offering at the hands of the offender. The 
Law required that the offender himself provide the an- 
imal for the offering, bring it to the door of the court- 
yard of the tabernacle, and there slay it. The high priest 
served in the figure of mediator between man and God; 
he received the sacrifice, poured out the blood as a sym- 
bol of death, and burned the fat upon the altar. 

This type is significant; the shadow is the indication of 
the reality. Christ, the High Priest, cannot become a sac- 
rifice in man’s stead. Man must offer his own life to the 
Lord, as illustrated by the animal that he offered under 
the Law. And, as there can be no sacrifice without death, 
man must present himself as dead to sin—like as he him- 
self slayed the animal in the type. That every man must 
make his own sacrifice is the whole tenor of Scriptural 
teaching, direct and figurative. 


The Prophets Protested Against Literalism 


There was absolutely no value to the literal sin offer- 
ing required by the Mosaic Law except in the lesson that 
it taught. By his obedience, the offender was exonerated 
from temporal sin and restored to temporal favor. The 
lessons which Israel might have learned through the con- 
tinual repetition of the sacrificial rites were lost upon 
the nation as a whole; the deep truths which underlay 
the ritual were largely overlooked. As the nation grew 
corrupt, it became more and more attached to the sym- 
bol and detached from its significance. The carnally 
minded were wont to presume that the beast which they 
offered could secure for them the favor of the Almighty. 
It was against this stolid literalism that the Prophets of 
God continually cried: 


“To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto 
me? saith the Lord. I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, 
and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of 
bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats... . 

“Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do 
well” (Isa. 1:11, 16). 


“Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offer- 
ings, I will not accept them: neither will I regard the peace 
offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou away from me the 
— of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of thy 
viols. 

“But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness 
as a mighty stream” (Amos 5: 22—24). 
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“Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself 
before the high God? shall I come before him with burnt of- 
ferings, with calves of a year old? Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of 
oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit 
of my body for the sin of my soul? 

“He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what . 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” (Mic. 6: 6—8). 


With the advent of Christ, literal sacrifice was abol- 
ished, together with the entire Mosaic system. 


The Shedding of Blood Signifies Death 


In the Mosaic type the blood that was shed was evi- 
dence of the literal death of the animal for sacrifice. Al- 
ways the Law is a shadow of good things to come. There- 
fore the antitypical blood and the death which it rep- 
resents cannot be literal. The Bible is very specific in its 
definition of a death to sin, the only death and the only 
shed blood which can secure salvation. 


“Our old man is crucified” (Rom. 6:6). 

“They that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts” (Gal. 5: 24). 

“Put to death your earthward inclinations—fornication, 
impurity, sensual passion, unholy desire, and all greed” 
(Col. 3:5, Weymouth). 


The Lord could not have provided a more descriptive 
figure of the process of man’s personal sanctification 
than that of a slain beast, his lifeblood poured out in wit- 
ness to death. The struggle against sin must be so real, 
so intense, and so unyielding, that the lifeblood of our 
“earthward inclinations” will flow forth until the “old 
man” expires. Then only are we crucified with Christ. 


The Entire Body of Christ — A Sin Offering 


As the congregation of Israel was known as the body 
of Moses (Jude 9), so members of the true Church are 
called the body of Christ (Col. 1: 18; I Cor. 12:12). And 
as all Israel participated in the sin offering, so the whole 
body of Christ must be offered up—not only Christ the 
Head, but every member. New Testament writers are 
emphatic in their statement of this truth: 


“For in that he [Christ] died, he died unto sin once: but 
in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:10, 11). 

“It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we 
shall also live with him: If we suffer, we shall also reign 
with him” (II Tim. 2:11, 12). 


The writer of Hebrews repeats this same truth, speci- 
fying first the sacrifice of Christ, and then appealing to 
members of His body to die that identical death to sin 
that He died. 


“Christ ... by his own blood . . . entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption. . . . It is 
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” 
(Heb. 9:11, 12, 27). 


This is the death that is precious in the sight of God 
(Ps. 116: 15). This is the blood without the shedding of 
which there is no remission of sins (Heb. 9: 22). This is 
the sin offering which Mosaic sacrifice typified. 


“For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats 


should take away sins. Wherefore when he cometh into the 
world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but 
a body hast thou prepared me: ... By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once” (Heb. 10: 4, 5, 10). 


The offering of the whole body of Christ—not only 
Christ the Head, but all of its members also, the hands, 
the arms, the legs, the feet—composes the sin offering 
which is described in Isaiah 53. In that chapter can be 
seen the suffering, the wounding, the pain, and the ul- 
timate death to sin of the whole body, which culminates 
in triumphant victory when the multitudinous Christ 
has “poured out his lifeblood to the utmost,” when he 
has made “his soul an offering for sin.” Then “he shall 
see his seed” (vs. 10—12, Am. Tr.). Nations that are yet 
unborn shall become the spiritual offspring of the body 
of Christ. Under kind and careful guidance, they, too, 
shall be impelled to make the same sin offering which 
sanctified, justified and glorified their spiritual fathers. 


With the Dawning of Eternity, the Sin Offering Shall Cease 


For seven thousand years the sin offering continues. 
Six thousand years are required to sanctify the body of 
Christ, and one thousand years to sanctify their seed. 
To this fact the Prophet Ezekiel testifies: 


“Seven days [seven thousand years] shalt thou prepare 
every day a goat for a sin offering: they shall also prepare a 
young bullock, and a ram out of the flock, without blemish. 
Seven days shall they purge the altar and purify it; and they 
shall consecrate themselves” (Ezek. 43: 25, 26). 


Then, inspired by wondrous prophetic vision, Ezekiel 
lifts the curtain a bit for us, permitting a fleeting glimpse 
into the eighth day which is the eternity future: 


“And when these days are expired, it shall be, that upon 
the eighth day, the priests shall make your burnt offerings 
upon the altar, and your peace offerings; and I will accept 
you, saith the Lord God” (v. 27). 


The sin offering has ceased. When that eighth day 
comes, the last vestige of sin shall be dead and destroyed 
throughout this vast domain, and there shall be no need 
for any more offering for sin forevermore. But, blessed 
thought, the whole burnt offerings and the peace offer- 
ings shall continue on and on, world without end. The 
offerings of full consecration to God, and the rendering 
of praise and thanksgiving to Him, the Fountain of all 
blessings, shall be the reward and privilege of glorified 
immortal beings forever and ever. 





A party of engineers became lost in the jungles of 
Africa. Their food supply soon gave out. They found 
some berries which seemed perfectly to satisfy their ap- 
petites. They ate them for some days, but became weaker 
and weaker, and one after another died, until, when help 
finally arrived there was only one left to tell the story. 
He still had some of the berries, but when they were 
analyzed they were found to be absolutely worthless as 
a food. While they did satisfy the men’s appetites, they 
were actually starving to death. Many people are like 
that—perfectly willing to starve their souls on food of 
no nourishment when they might be feasting on the 
true Bread of Heaven. —Sel. 
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The Pharisee's Prayer 


" WO men went up into the temple to pray; the one a 

Pharisee, and the other a publican. The Pharisee 
stood and prayed thus with himself: God, I thank thee 
that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all I possess.” 

Eighteen centuries have been numbered since this par- 
able first rebuked a materialistic and self-righteous gen- 
eration; and to this day the term “Pharisee” conveys 
only unwholesome impressions. It stands for complacency, 
smugness, self-satisfaction and hypocrisy. 

The publican, we read, “standing afar off, would not so 
much as lift up his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his 
breast, saying, Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.” And 
the Lord Jesus, summing up this wonderful lesson, gave 
judgment in these words: “I tell you, this man went down 
to his house justified rather than the other.” 

Let us analyze this prayer and see wherein its fatal 
weakness lay. In and of themselves, the words of the 
much execrated Pharisee, except for his unjustifiable 
criticism of the penitent publican, are not to be con- 
demned, had the speaker’s heart, his attitude and his mo- 
tives been right before God. Let us ask, who were the 
Pharisees? Notorious hypocrites though they were, they 
were no doubt the best large class of people to be found 
in the Jewish nation at that time. This man was a repre- 
sentative Pharisee. No doubt his statements as to his own 
morality were true. He may have been in time past a far 
more desirable citizen than the publican. 

He is often condemned for the opening words of his 
prayer, and yet how often we pray in the same strain— 
and why not? What decent man is not thankful that he is 
not an extortioner, or unjust, or an adulterer? To refuse 
this thank-offering is to approve these egregious sins. 
When Jesus said, “I thank thee .. . that these things 
which the wise and prudent have hid, thou hast revealed 
unto babes,” was He not thanking God that His disciples 
were not as other men in knowledge? We often give 
thanks that we have been redeemed from the gross dark- 
ness of the world; is not this saying, “God, I thank thee 
that I am not as other men are’? 

When we look out upon the motley world and behold 
the abysmal ignorance of spiritual things, of saving 
truth, in which the masses live out their little day, the 
only ending being the narrow home for all eternity, and 
then consider our own good fortune that our feet have 
been placed in the way to life, the path which grows 
brighter and brighter unto the perfect day, can we and 
should we not give thanks we are not as other men? 

When we behold the restless, reckless throng, unhappy 
still as they feverishly pursue pleasure as the greatest 
thing in life, can we not be thankful that we have learned 
to find recreation in the simpler things of life, and our 
greatest happiness in doing God’s will? When we con- 
sider the general improvidence, the spirit of the times 
which leads the millions to spend their incomes months 
in advance with no thought of the uncertain future, 
should we not be thankful to God that He has instructed 
us, through His Word and human teachers, to lay up for 
the future, to be content with food and raiment? 


Nay, more; if we neglect to thank God that we are not 
as other men are, we commit sin, because the oracles of 
truth explicitly command, “Let him that glorieth glory 
in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me”; and an 
important part of this knowledge of God is recognition 
of and obedience to Paul’s admonition, “Be not conformed 
to this world.” If we are becoming unlike other men, the 
world, by reason of our becoming like God, we must 
glory in this and give thanks, always taking heed, how- 
ever, that we deceive not ourselves. 

Wherein, then, lies the great fault in the Pharisee’s 
prayer? Simply this: he confesses that he has reached his 
limit—a limit set by himself, a point at which he is con- 
tent to lie down and rest, although far from the farthest 
outposts of the Kingdom of God. He enumerates his good 
qualities, magnifies them largely, forgets the sins of omis- 
sion and commission, and admiringly exclaims, “I have 
finished the work!” He looks only at the past, unconscious 
of the untraveled leagues yet before him. It is not his to 
know the divine discontent which drives nobler men on 
to greater efforts and greater achievements. 


He contemptuously judges his neighbor, the publican, 
with no knowledge of the thoughts and intents of his 
heart. He himself is stagnating, while the publican has 
embarked upon a career of growth and progress, having 
taken the greatest single step a man can take—realiza- 
tion and honest confession of weakness and sinfulness. 

The Pharisee exalts himself, not waiting for that ever- 
lasting exaltation which comes from God only. He at- 
tributes his virtues to inherent superiority, not to the 
power of the great Creator; whereas the Christian’s 
prayer should be, “Father, I thank Thee that Thou, by re- 
vealing to me Thy wonderful truth, hast lifted me from 
my natural condition and set me on higher ground.” How 
far removed was his attitude from the thanksgiving of 
the sweet singer of Israel, “Thou through thy command- 
ments hast made me wiser than mine enemies.” In a 
word, he gave not God the glory. 

His eyes blinded by the dazzling reflection, in his own 
mirror, of his own purity, the poor self-deceived Phari- 
see acknowledges no superior. He makes no exceptions in 
classifying all men as inferior to himself. He does not 
look for virtue in his fellow men, but seeks out their vices, 
not to correct them but to make them serve as a con- 
trasting background for his own meager stock of right- 
eousness—filthy rags. He does not seek to emulate the 
noble examples with which the Scriptures abound, from 
righteous Abel down through the long list of worthies 
whose temptations, failures and victories are so faith- 
fully recorded for our instruction. 

The prayer is an unfinished product. How much better, 
how much more acceptable, had he said in humility: 

“God, I thank thee that by thy power and providence 
and mercy I have been kept above the level of the ungod- 
ly masses. I thank thee that in some respects I am not as 
other men are—extortioners, unjust, adulterers. I fast 
twice in the week, I give tithes of all I possess. But, God, 
I know that these things are not enough, that they are but 
a small beginning. I know that while I have an outward 
form of morality and decency, I am a desperate sinner— 

(Continued on next page) 
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“Fret not Thyself” 


Psalm 37:1 


O THE reasoning mind it seems quite strange indeed 

that anyone should need to be reminded, warned, and 
even commanded to refrain from fretting and worrying 
about the wickedness that surrounds us; but God in His 
great wisdom foreknew our mortal weakness and com- 
mands His people, “Fret not thyself because of evildoers, 
neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity” 
(Psalm 37:1). 

How almost constantly do we hear this fretting on 
every hand, either about our circumstances or about our 
fellow men. We even find that we ourselves must learn to 
think twice before we speak and often leave off speaking 
entirely, lest we ourselves be guilty of uttering com- 
plaints and bitterness about our necessary surroundings 
and this present order of circumstances. The seeming un- 
pleasant situations in which we often find ourselves are 
chosen of the Lord as the correct and necessary fining 
pot and furnace by means of which He must salvage pure 
silver and gold. For without the fining pot there can be 
no pure silver, and without the furnace there can be no 
pure gold (Prov. 17:3). ° 

Truly we are living in an age of surpassing wicked- 
ness, with cold religious indifference in the vast majority 
of hearts; with crookedness, deception, shocking im- 
morality, indecency, sickening foolishness, revellings, 
drunkenness, shameful and horrifying crimes, on every 
hand; yes, and even an age when that grim and very real 
threat of impending universal destruction looms up to 
menace every nation. And yet, regardless of all this, our 
mighty Creator’s firm and reassuring command rings 
clear and true above the din of chaos, to all who have an 
ear to hear: “Fret not thyself because of evildoers.” 

When we allow ourselves to fret because of evildoers 
and because of the various and multitudinous outrages 
of righteousness, are not we allowing ourselves to be at- 
tracted by these outside conditions? Are we not placing 
more importance and value upon them than we should? 
Are we not breaking many a commandment of our Lord? 
It may be we are allowing ourselves to be envious against 
the workers of iniquity in an underlying fear that per- 
haps, after all, they do amount to quite a great deal? 

If it were not because we have taken our eyes off the 
prize that God has offered, and instead we have allowed 
ourselves to covet the transient, paltry riches, mock 
power, and fiendish pleasures of the ungodly, this sur- 
rounding wickedness could not move us to fret nor to be 
disturbed. Why should we fret because of anything they 
say or do? If we are trusting in Christ and His mighty 
word of truth, no evildoer can in any way harm us. God 
has reminded us too that, “The wicked shall be a ran- 
som for the righteous, and the transgressor [a ransom] 
for the upright” (Prov. 21:18). 

God has a very specific purpose in this burning ar- 
rangement: It cannot burn the pure gold; only the worth- 
less dross shall be consumed. Our mighty Saviour has 
spared nothing in providing for our eternal salvation; 
so how could we leave one leaf unturned in a complete 
and glorious preparation? Not one of the faithful will 
fail in this, but will run to complete their work of obe- 
dience and preparation, thereby hastening the day when 


all wickedness, terror and sufferings of earth shall be 
swept away, and instead of these agonies there shall 
eternally reign peace, beauty, glory, power, righteous- 
ness and blessing which will bathe and heal all nations. 

“Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we 
ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or 
silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device.” For 
this is the kind of god which evildoers desire and have 
made for themselves, and to which they have bowed 
themselves down. “And the times of this ignorance God 
winked at” (Acts 17: 29, 30). To be pleasing to God and 
to dwell in His favor, we must live so high above the 
world that we, too, will wink at the ignorance with God, 
realizing that in God’s own good time, and by divine in- 
tervention, the workers of iniquity shall be “cut down 
like the grass, and wither as the green herb” (Ps. 37: 2). 

We are daily protected, abundantly provided for and 
continually delivered, even more than we are aware of. 
Is not our cup full and running over with daily blessings, 
and are we not promised a great deliverance before that 
awful day of wrath descends upon the ungodly when 
that mighty fiery furnace bursts out to consume itself, 
thereby purifying the whole earth? 

To spare us from that destructive, gangrenous fretting 
which we are commanded to cease from, Paul brings us 
this antidote from Christ our great Physician: 

“Finally brethren— 

whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; 

if there be any virtue 

and if there be any praise, 

think on these things.” 


Fellow Christians, may this oft-repeated and much- 
used passage of Scripture blaze forth in new power and 
splendor for us, and let us make haste, working most 
diligently to apply this life-saving panacea from this 
moment forward, keeping that great prize in view. Then 
fretting can no more find a place with us. Instead, we 
shall find ourselves rejoicing! 





THE PHARISEE’S PRAYER, Concluded 


have mercy on me! I know that there have been and there 
are now better than I; help me to be like them. May 
I be like the patriarchs and prophets of old; may I be as 
meek and godly as this strange teacher who is in our 
midst, this Jesus of Nazareth. May I ever be conscious of 
my weaknesses and my shortcomings, that I may over- 
come them; and before the gates of death close upon me 
may I be able to thank thee that in all things I have be- 
come pure even as thou art pure.” 

Had he prayed thus, with a contrite heart, I tell you 
this man would have gone down to his house justified as 
well as the other. 
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KEEP IN TUNE 


HROUGH His abundant wisdom and mercy our 

Heavenly Father has blessed His earthly children 
with what are commonly called the five senses, or the 
power to hear, see, taste, feel, and smell. 

Though all five are indispensable, the gift we are most 
interested in at this time, is hearing. The song of birds, 
the roar of wind and wave, the voices of our friends, all 
these sounds and many more are enjoyed through the 
ability of the ear to hear. 

Music in its different forms, whether a song, march or 
overture, is something we enjoy hearing, but alas, like 
Solomon’s proverbial flies in the ointment, music has its 
flies also. 

The composer may have written a wonderful piece of 
music, the arranger may have produced a flawless piece 
of work in the arrangement of the notes for the various 
instruments; yet, if, when played by a group of musi- 
cians, one or more is out of tune or plays a wrong note, 
the result is a sound not pleasing to the ear of the listener. 

We who are seeking life are all busy taking music les- 
sons, so we may learn to sing the song God has composed. 
The title of this song is Perfection, and the names of the 
individual notes are “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance,” and 
other notes, which, when grouped together, produce a 
pleasant and harmonious sound. 

As in a musical number, a note out of tune is distress- 
ing and mars the melodiousness of the composition, so 
in the spiritual. If when singing the song the Lord has 
given us we try to slip in a note from Sinners’ Polka, the 
results will be a horrible discord. 

Let us suppose that the note in our song is peace and 
we substitute strife, we will be out of tune and the sound 
will not be pleasing to God. 

While the more advanced choristers can sing their part 
correctly despite the discords caused by those out of tune, 
let us remember that the Lord wants harmony in His 
organization. 

A musician who can play well on an instrument achieves 
the mastery by diligent practice and a love for his voca- 
tion. This is also true of those who would learn Perfec- 
tion’s Song. It will call for a profound love of our under- 
taking and we will be practicing early and late, when we 
lie down, when we rise up, when we walk by the way, and 
when we sit in our house. 

We sometimes sing the wrong note and find ourselves 
out of tune. This is to be expected, for we will never be 
as successful as was our Choirmaster, Jesus, who never 
transgressed after He knew the law, but we must bene- 
fit from the errors of the past, and when we sing the note 
again make a special effort to sing it in tune. 

In all walks of life men whose accomplishments are 
outstanding are sought out and inquired after, that 
others may learn the secret of their success. 

We will do well to do likewise in spiritual things if we 
would learn to sing with the spirit and the understand- 
ing. So, let us consult our Master Musician, Jesus, that we 
may learn from Him one of the secrets of keeping in tune. 

In Matt. 7: 12 we are told, “Whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them.” Not one of 
us is likely to speak unkind words to himself, yet to others 


we spit out whatever enters our mind, leaving behind 
aching hearts and wounded souls. 

We go this way only once so on our journey let us 
leave behind a song instead of a tear, love instead of hate, 
friendship instead of strife. In doing this we shall find 
that life takes on a new perspective and we shall be in 
tune with God and all Christian men. 

During the past 6,000 years God has been taking out 
and training men and women to sing Perfection’s Song. 
A great multitude have enrolled, but all have not and will 
not keep in tune. So He has set a time when all must 
stand before their Choirmaster, Jesus Christ, and sing a 
solo to see whether they have learned to sing Perfection’s 
Song. 

The result of this test we find in Revelation: “And I 
looked, and, lo, a lamb stood on the Mount Zion, and with 
him a hundred forty and four thousand. . . . And they 
sung a new song saying, Thou... hast made us unto 
our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the 
earth” (14:1; 5:9, 10). 

We, too, can be among this number if now we will 
apply ourselves and learn to sing Perfection’s Song. 
Then in the great day of God Almighty we may sing the 
“new song,” and other new songs yet to be revealed as 
the years of eternity roll. 





LIFE’S PROBLEMS 


ALENT develops itself in solitude; character in the 

stream of life.” That is, whether for good or ill, 
character is habit solidified. It is formed by the accumu- 
lation of ideas and actions gathered throughout one’s 
lifetime. 

Palaces, hovels, skyscrapers or slums are erected with 
identical materials. It is the architect who fashions the 
building; and God is the Architect of a perfect character. 
He chooses the perplexities and problems, cares, sorrows 
and temptations that beset the pathway of every human 
being as a means of separating the precious from the 
vile. “For God hath chosen the foolish things of the world 
to confound the wise, and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things that are 
mighty; and base things of the world and things which 
are despised hath God chosen .. .” (I Cor. 1: 27, 28). 

Those under the Master Builder’s guidance, who are 
humble and pliant, will grow into a beautiful building; 
and every touch of the Builder, whether it be temptation 
or trial, if rightly used, will add to the perfection of the 
raw material being worked upon. 

Humanity either rises above adverse circumstances and 
environment, or is crushed to uselessness by them. The 
Wise Man says, “If thou faint in the day of adversity, 
thy strength is small” (Prov. 24:10). It is unanimously 
agreed that a godly character is strengthened and en- 
riched by the fiery trials through which it passes. “We 
glory,” said Paul, “in tribulations, knowing that tribu- 
lation worketh patience, and patience experience, and 
experience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed” (Rom. 
5:38—5). 

Great characters are built by self-denial and discipline. 
The things missed through life assist them to develop 
spiritually. The things they must do without, the material 
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things they lack, act as a stimulus to their spiritual 
growth. 

Developing a character of pure gold—‘“training a 
worthless creature to be wise, taming a wild colt of a 
man” (Job 11:12, Moffatt), is a long, arduous process. 
The trifles that disturb the tranquility of the mind, the 
little pinpricks, the struggles, sorrows, disappointments 
and difficulties which may be sufficient cause for whining, 
or discouragement, are priceless opportunities; for in 
the friction of daily living and commonplace occurrences 
lie the greatest possibilities to develop a lofty character. 

It is by repetition and practice that one becomes per- 
fect. Failure on a given point can sharpen the mind and 
lead to a wholesome, self-examination; it can be the place 
where one builds the “high heaps” as a warning and an 
experience that he may be prepared to surmount the dif- 
ficulty when next called upon to do so. With every subtle 
temptation, with every cry of need, comes that unmistak- 
able promise, “Be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed, 
for the Lord thy God is with thee, whithersoever thou 
goest” (Josh. 1:9). 

To fill the conditions required in order to gain a god- 
like character demands a maximum amount of medita- 
tion and prayer. Beggarly indulgences must be dispensed 
with. Hate must be supplanted by love; bitterness by 
kindness, and sensitiveness by trust and serenity. 

Among some of the problems of life we find people 
place money, fame, or fortune, as their paramount am- 
bition; but these are not supreme. They are not enduring, 
and will slip from one’s grasp when death appears upon 
the scene. There is much in the world that is delightful 
and beautiful; there is a great deal that is engrossing; 
but because life is so fleeting they have no lasting value. 
“For what is your life? It is even a vapor, that appear- 
eth for a little time, and then vanisheth away” (James 
4:14). There is nothing worth while in this life com- 
pared to a life consecrated to creating a noble character, 
“ ,. high above all nations which he hath made, in praise, 
and in name, and in honor” (Deut. 26:19). 

So God, the Creator, the Architect, teaches us to use 
life’s problems as material which enables us to become 
creators in our own right of beautiful characters whose 
foundations and bulwarks are summed up in one word— 
Love. “This love of which I speak is slow to lose pa- 
tience—it looks for a way of being constructive. It is not 
possessive; it is neither anxious to impress nor does it 
cherish inflated ideas of its own importance. Love has good 
manners and does not pursue selfish advantage. It is not 
touchy. It does not compile statistics of evil or gloat over 
the wickedness of other people. On the contrary, it is 
glad with all good men when Truth prevails. Love knows 
no limit to its endurance, no end to its trust, no fading of 
its hope: it can outlast anything. It is, in fact, the one 
thing that will stand when all else has fallen” (I Cor. 
13: 4—8, Phillips). 

The final test of our lives will not be how much we 
have lived but how we have lived; not how tempestuous 
our lives have been, but how much bigger, better and 
stronger these trials have left us. Not how much money, 
fame or fortune we have laid up here on earth, but how 
many treasures we have laid up in heaven! 





Encourage the grin, discourage the grouch. 


Musings of the Editor 


E THAT hath ears to hear, let him hear. These were the 
words with which Jesus often closed His remarks. A 
more persuasive speaker never lived. Yet the multitude that 
sat before Him, listening to His voice, never heard what He 
had to say. 

When we grow dull in recognition, it is not because there 
is nothing to hear. There is always something to be heard if 
there is a Moses listening. The midnight call will cause the 
responsive child, Samuel, to reply, “Speak, Lord, for thy 
servant heareth.” If the voice of God does not reach the 
heart, it is the hearer and not the speaker that is lacking. 

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
Who has Ears the Spirit saith unto the churches.” Oh, 
beloved brethren, we have already lin- 
gered too long with the mis-hearing and 
the non-hearing crowd. It becometh us all to quicken our 
discernment of God. 

The reason we have not heard is that we have closed our 
ears. Life can become so sensitive to the reality of our God 
that every message which comes to us through His Word 
in this dark night of sin will ring clearly and constantly in 
our ears and in our hearts. 

The hour is not far distant when He will cease to call. If 
we have a disobedient ear, it will be a day of sorrow, dis- 
tress, anguish. Then we shall seek for a message of consola- 
tion, and there will be none. “Then shall they call upon me, 
but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall 
not find me: for that they hated knowledge, and did not 
choose the fear of the Lord: they would none of my counsel: 
they despised all my reproof. . . . But whoso hearkeneth unto 
me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.” 

The universe is full of voices, but only the sensitive mind 
instructed by Truth is fitted to discern among them that one 
Voice that speaks a message divine. The ability to speak in 
season to a weary heart comes directly from the capacity for 
listening to God. “The Lord God hath given me the tongue 
of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in 
season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morn- 
ing, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.” 

When the Lord called to David, saying, “Seek ye my face,” 
David had ears to hear. He answered, “My heart said unto 
thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek.” 

Who of us has ears to hear and a heart to respond to the 
heavenly call? 


to Hear? 





COURAGE 


Oft, as we run the weary way 

That leads through shadows unto day, 
With trial sore amazed, 

We deem our sorrows are unknown, 

Our battle joined and fought alone, 
Our victory unpraised. 


Faithless and blind! We cannot trace 

The witnesses above our race, 
Beyond our senses’ ken; 

The mighty cloud of all who died 

With faithful rapture, humble pride, 
For love of God and man. 


—Sel. 








10 THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 








Meditations 
On the Word 


“But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing” (James 1: 4). 


“How poor are they that have not patience,” exclaimed 
the poet. A deep poverty indeed, for without this simple 
virtue a man or woman is utterly at the mercy of the 
rough and fickle winds of circumstance. He who has not 
learned “to labor and to wait” will have misery enough in 
this life and no part in the life to come. It is true that 
there are times when, as the old adage puts it, patience 
ceases to be a virtue and swift action is indicated: but 
that is a different sort of patience and impatience. The 
familiar kind that makes us fidget, worry and waste our 
energy and lose our temper is an unmitigated vice, and 
one to be shunned and overcome with all possible speed. 

Like many a universal failing, impatience is regarded 
by the masses as a minor affair, often confessed half- 
boastingly. It would be nice, they say by their attitude, 
if one could always keep control and take things calmly, 
but it is just too much trouble. But let no one deceive him- 
self. Patience is not an optional virtue—not if we value 
eternal life. It is a “must,” as much a direct command as 
truthfulness or chastity or reverence or brotherly love. 
Unless the Apostle James was writing to no purpose, if 
his words mean anything at all, patience must be devel- 
oped to the point of perfection, nothing less. 

Impatient people must admit that they never feel 
better after indulgence, and that the serene in spirit lead 
a much happier life; but often they are prone to shift the 
blame to differences in temperament. This is a cheap and 
cowardly evasion. Temperaments do differ, but the law 
of God recognizes no such thing as temperament; and this 
is fair. Our human nature is not a heritage with which 
we are saddled to our dying day, for better or for worse. 
In the hands of a determined seeker after salvation, tem- 
perament is plastic. We can make of it what we will. One 
man may control more temper or impatience every day 
than another in a year; but the point is, he can do it if 
he will, and his reward will be greater. Perfect control is 
the minimum requirement. When we come to the bar of 
Judgment, the thing examined will not be the disposition 
with which we started, but the works with which we 
finished. The only thing that counts in any race is the 
finish; and between start and finish is the same amount 
of distance, in deeds if not in years—a nature to conquer. 

Important as is the ordinary meaning of the word 
patience, a deeper and even nobler significance is em- 
bedded in the original Greek of our text. Moffatt renders 
it, “Only let your endurance be a finished product, so that 
you may be finished and complete, with never a defect.” 
The Concordant Version and Weymouth also translate 
it “endurance,” while Goodspeed and the Revised Stand- 
ard Version substitute the word “steadfastness.” En- 
durance—steadfastness; what noble virtues are these, 
and how much needed in a world and a time like this! 
For life is, first and last, an endurance test. “Many are 


called but few chosen” because they do not endure. “He 
that endureth unto the end, the same shall be saved” 
(Matt. 24:13), and no one else. The sands of time are 
whitened with the bones of those who began the work 
but failed to see it through, who couldn’t “take it.” The 
historical Scriptures are replete with examples of men 
who, after a promising start in the way of righteousness, 
weakened or took a wrong turning, making shipwreck of 
their whole career. These things, Paul tells us, are our ex- 
amples, “and are written for our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world are come” (I Cor. 10:11). 

Probably the most numerous class of the unfaithful 
are those represented in the Parable of the Sower by the 
“stony ground,” the many who hear the Word and “re- 
ceive it with gladness; and have no root in themselves, 
and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction 
or persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately 
they are offended” (Mark 4: 16,17). They were the weak- 
lings who couldn’t—or wouldn’t—take it. In our time, the 
“cool of the day,” active persecution is replaced by unpop- 
ularity, ridicule, a deadly indifference pervading the sur- 
rounding world, and the slow attrition of time—enemies 
far more deadly than scourge or rack, cross or flame. 

“Thou therefore endure hardness as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ,” wrote the Apostle from the depths of his 
own experience. Salvation, like other worth-while things, 
never comes easily. The new recruit in the Army of the 
King may be assured that there is much to be endured if 
he is to be a good soldier. Temptations, for one thing. 
They surround us on every hand, they cannot always be 
avoided, but they can be endured and overcome. “Blessed 
is the man that endureth temptation,” said James, “for 
when he is tried he shall receive the crown of life which 
the Lord hath promised to them that love him” (1:12). 
It is well to remember that “there hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common to man” (I Cor. 10:18), 
also that our great Example, young as this world count 
years, met these same temptations and overcame them. 
He lived His short life in a corrupt and decadent age, 
when His own nation was falling to pieces of its own rot- 
tenness, when Imperial Rome’s vices were pervading 
even the remote provinces, yet the world left no mark 
on Him. He was a man, with all a man’s desires. What 
man has done, man can do and is required to do. “Follow 
thou me,” were among His last recorded words. 

“This is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward 
God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.” That one is a 
real test, but it can be done. It will help to “consider him 
who endured such contradiction of sinners against him- 
self,” “who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when 
he suffered, he threatened not” (Heb. 12:3; I Pet. 2: 23). 

Just as hard or a little harder to take is correction for 
our faults. Yet nothing is more important; nothing is 
better medicine for sick souls. “If ye endure chastening, 
God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not?” (Heb. 12:7). 

Our text in all its translations ends with the note of 
perfection. “Perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” That 
is the ultimate, the superlative. God is not so pressed for 
time and material that He will perpetuate an imperfect 
character. Jesus was not thinking wishfully or speaking 
lightly, but in deadly seriousness when He said, “Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven 
is perfect.” 





Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies will be sent to Biblical 
questions to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Shall the wicked and the righteous be raised at the same 
time? 


Yes. All the subjects of the resurrection (those who 
have made a covenant to serve God) shall be raised to- 
gether in the “resurrection at the last day” (John 11: 
24). They are not separated or classified until the Judg- 
ment which must, of necessity, follow the resurrection. 
Then Christ will separate the sheep from the goats 
(Matt. 25: 31—34), the wheat from the chaff (Matt. 3: 
12). This is confirmed by the Prophet’s word, the sleep- 
ing shall “awake, some to life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt” (Dan. 12:2); and Paul’s refer- 
ence to the “resurrection of the dead, both of the just and 
of the unjust” (Acts 24:15). These texts, along with 
Jesus’ words, that the dead “shall come forth: They that 
have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation” 
(John 5:39), clarify the subject and refute any idea 
that the only wicked to be dealt with at Christ’s coming, 
are those who are living. 


What about our judging and condemning one another in 
that which is obviously wrong doing? It seems wrong from 
Romans 14: 10, 13; Matt. 7: 1. 


Paul’s subject in the forepart of the chapter was meats 
and drinks. Some maintain better health by eating grains, 
fruits, and vegetables; others derive greater benefit from 
a diet containing more meat. We cannot judge one another 
on which is best. The standard set is I Cor. 10:31, 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God.” 

This subject has several phases. Jesus said, “Judge not 
that ye be not judged,” but read Matt. 7: 1—5. The con- 
clusion is the key. “Thou hypocrite, first cast out the 
beam out of thine own eye; and then thou shalt see clear- 
ly to cast the mote out of thy brother’s eye.” If I am 
angry, I cannot reprove my brother’s anger until I con- 
fess my fault or remove the beam from my own eye. 
Jesus taught here, do not judge others wrong when you 
are committing a like transgression. First remove your 
“plank” before trying to see another’s “splinter” (Mof- 
fatt’s Trans.). We cannot judge the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart (I Cor. 4:5). They will be revealed at 
Judgment Day. But we are commanded to judge each tree 
by the fruit it bears (Matt. 7: 20). 

We have no duty to judge those in the world. We can 
form our opinion but it is not our duty to chastise or re- 
buke them for their misdeeds. 


What did Jesus mean when He said in Matt. 25: 29, “For 
unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have 
abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away 
even that which he hath”? 


The parable of the ten talents of which verse 29 is the 
conclusion, expresses our privilege and our responsi- 
bility in God’s service. Whether our talents be the one or 
ten, our service must be in proportion to our capacity. 
All to whom the Truth is entrusted have the ability to 
obtain perfection of character and thus merit eternal 
life. Over and above that ability all likewise have some 
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degree of capacity for service in furthering the cause of 
truth and righteousness. It is to this—the capacity for 
service—that the parable of the talents refers. The five 
and ten talent servants have proportionately greater 
abilities to add glory to their crowns, as it were, as Paul, 
Daniel, Abraham, etc., and are responsible to devote that 
ability to God’s service. 

But the moral of the parable is that however limited 
one’s capacity—though it be equivalent to only “one tal- 
ent’”—that talent must be used and not hidden. If we of 
lesser capacity fail to use our talent to promote the work 
of the Lord, at His return He will pronounce us “un- 
profitable servants,” and even that which we have (this 
mortal life, together with all further opportunity and 
capacity for service) shall be taken from us and we cast 
into “outer darkness.” To those who have been faithful, 
God will add and multiply endless blessings through all 
eternity. See II Pet. 1: 2—4; Eph. 3: 20; I Cor. 2:9. 


Do you believe there is a hell of everlasting torture? 


Certainly not. This monstrous doctrine is as thoroughly 
unscriptural as it is savagely inhuman. It is an insult 
to a loving, merciful God, branding Him as worse than 
any human fiend. This hideous belief has its roots in the 
basic error of the immortality of the soul. The Bible 
teaches that the wicked shall be “destroyed for ever” 
(Psalm 92:7), “punished with everlasting destruction” 
(II Thess. 1:9). “Fire,” as associated with the wicked 
in Scriptural language, is “a symbol of destruction,” as 
in Rev. 21: 8, where it is plainly defined as “the second 
death.” 


Is it wrong for a Christian to attend the theater? 


Would you want Jesus to find you in a theater when 
He comes? Can you thus obey the command, “Redeem the 
time,” and, “Do all to the glory of God’? We are cer- 
tain the answer in both cases is No. The modern theater 
is an unclean thing, with more incitement to evil than to 
good. The Christian is definitely commanded to “come 
out from among them, and touch not the unclean thing” 
(II Cor. 6:17). 


Is there any particular significance in not putting new 
wine in old bottles as mentioned in Mark 2: 22 and Matt. 9: 
16? 


There is great significance. Jesus was teaching a great 
truth that we cannot put the new wine, or truth (Prov. 
9:5, 6), into the “old man,” the “old nature,” which is 
specified as “old bottles.” Read Eph. 4: 22—24 and Col. 
3:5—11 for the contrast of the “old” and “new” man. 
Note the renewing is of the mind or conduct. The old 
man, rotten with the corruption of old sins, cannot hold 
the wine or Word of Truth (John 17:17), its patience, 
meekness, moral fortitude, purity and divine law. The old 
nature must be replaced by a virtuous character, that is, 
“Tf any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 
(See II Cor. 5:17). It is the difference between hearing 
and doing. 

The force of the comparison is clear when we under- 
stand the Greek word for bottles is askos, meaning “a 
leathern bag, mostly of goat skins, a wine skin... an 
animal hide” and is translated as wine skin in the modern 
versions. The new wine must be put into new wine skins 
lest they burst and the wine be spilled and wasted. 
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HROUGHOUT the Scriptures the Eternal God is 
| often likened to a great and mighty Rock. The 
comparison is indeed fitting, for through the 
ages past men have found shelter from raging 
storms within the clefts of huge rocks. They have 
found shade from the scorching rays of the sun, 
safety from their enemies, and within these strongholds 
have been able to defend themselves from persecution. 

Today, the world is in distress and perplexity. Social 
and political storms are raging. There is unrest, insecur- 
ity; there are strikes and rebellions and bloodshed. Men’s 
hearts are failing them for fear because of the things 
they see coming on the earth. The nations mistrust each 
other and there is no real peace. Within all nations, as in 
America, the moral corruption is disgraceful, while crime 
and juvenile delinquency are on the increase. Home life, 
too, is lacking much in being ideal, in spite of the fine 
homes and conveniences. Worst of all, men have no peace 
in their inner lives. Society, whether in the community, 
the nation, or worldwide, can rise no higher than the 
individuals who comprise it. 

Centuries ago a Prophet of God wrote: “O that thou 
hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy 
peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves 
of the sea” (Isa. 48:18). How can men who know the 
law of God expect the blessings of peace, joy, love, which 
come from the Almighty, when they forsake the Giver, 
and lightly esteem the Rock of their salvation. 

Today, more than ever before, we need the spirit of 
the Psalmist, and should cry: 











“Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I’ (Ps.61:2). 

Men know not where to turn. The nations follow the 
leadings of their statesmen, but are led deeper into dis- 
tress and uncertainty. As individuals, men follow their 
own conceptions of right and wrong and sink deeper into 
sin and iniquity. But in God there is deliverance; in Him 
—the mighty Rock—there is salvation. 

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden,” 
said Jesus, “and I will give you rest.” It is a loving in- 
vitation! In spite of our sins and backslidings He is ready 
to receive us when we come to Him. He is ready and anx- 
ious, yes, but we have to come on His terms. We must 
learn of Him and take His yoke upon us. We must learn 
to do His bidding, to proclaim the message of His King- 
dom as He proclaimed it, and grow in favor with God. 

During this period of probation it is comforting to 
know that when trials, temptations and cares of life beset 
us, there is a mighty Rock wherein we can find shelter 
from the heat of trial and the darts of the enemy. God 
will always hear our cry if we call in sincerity and turn 
from our sins. And more, when that great time of trouble 
fills the land (Dan. 12:1; Isa. 26:20), when war and 
desolation are sweeping multitudes to destruction, it is 
comforting to know that we have a Rock wherein we can 
find shelter until God’s judgments are in the past and 
peace again fills the earth. 

“In Thy strong pavilion hide; 
In Thy blessed truth abide. 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me; 
Let me hide myself in Thee.” 








